
Townof Acton
Commissionon Disability
Minutes
March10, 2011
ActonTown Hall, Room206
7:00pm

MembersPresent: DannyFactor,LisaFranklin,Chair,andBrendaViola, Secretary.
MemberAbsent:JoyKohout (Excused).
AssociateMembers:JohnBrako
Guests:Mike Gowing,BOS Liaison, FrankRamsbottom,Building Commissioner,Town
LiaisonandAnnBrako

Documents:
Planning/Zoning2-14-11 onPermit030527:FurniturePlanfor SavouryLane,251
Arlington Street.
AnnualTownMeetingWarrant,Article 33* Amend TownBylaws-HandicappedParking.
andArticle 34* AmendTown Bylaws-Non-CriminalDispositionHandicappedParking.

TheMeetingwascalledto orderby Chair,LisaFranklinat 7:15pm.

Minutesfrom February10thwerereviewedandapprovedwith corrections.

Topics:
FrankRamsbottorngaveupdateson thefollowing:
SavouryLane:Hereviewedfloor planspecificallycounter,bar,stools,banquette
seating,andtables.Therenovationscomply with thebuilding codes.Renovationsofthe
bathroomswerenot triggered.A suggestionwasmadefor DannyandFrankto visit the
ownerfor adiscussionto improveaccessibililyof thebathrooms.
Acton CoffeeHouse:Accessiblebathroomsarenot beingaddedsinceabuildingpermit
wasnotrequiredfor therenovations.However,clarificationis neededif thebathroomis
indeedopento thepublic. Suggestionwasmadefor Dannyto contactthe owner.
Midas: Concreteslabdoesnot havecorrectslopeaccordingto today’sregulations.It is
in disrepairandwill needto be fixed. Thehandicappedparkingspacecouldbe relocated.
Frankwill evaluatethe spaceandtheslopein May/June.
Harmony’sCaféandMarket(263 Main Street):Thebuilding is in compliance.COD
hasconcernsthatthecaféandmarketareasareovercrowdedwith merchandisepresenting
barriersin aisles.A building inspectorwill besentto informtheownerto clearaislesof
obstructions.
HandicappedParkingSigns: Inform ScottMutch,ZoningEnforcementOfficer of signs
that needto be postedorneedto beplacedon posts.Sendhim anemail~

DougHalleywasunableto attendourmeetingtonight.



EmergencyEvacuationPlan: HehasinformedusthattheEmergencyPlansareoutof
date.His suggestionis for thetown to hire aprofessionalto designanewplan. His idea
will bevotedonat TownMeeting.

Surveys:Anothersectionofthe surveyswerecoded.A list is still beingcompiledof
peoplewhowantto becontactedby theCOD. Thenextstepwill be thedataentry.

WestActon HandicappedParkingSpace:Brendaspokewith theAAB andtheMOD.
An onstreetparkingspaceisnot within thejurisdictionof theAAB. TheMOD hasstated
thereareno regulationsgoverningon streetparkingexceptthespacemustbe locatednext
to a curbcut.Discussionbroughtup someconcernsofparkingonRoute111 in West
Acton’ sbusinessdistrict. Safetyconcernsareopeningdoorsinto on coming traffic and
loweringawheelchairvan lift ontoacurb. Thepracticalityandlocation(s)will haveto be
approvedby theTownOfficials andtheDepartmentofPublicWorks.Brendawill follow
upwith them andcitizen.

Schools:DannyhasemailedNancySherbornto continuecommunications.Letterto
Dr. Mills is onhold sincetheschoolfiscal yearis comingto an end. TheActon
Coalitionfor HealthyYouth is sponsoringashowingofRaceto Nowhere,a
documentaryaboutthecultureof high pressuresandexpectationsfacedby students.
Dannyis going to attendthescreening.

Wish List for FutureFunding:Tabled.

Dining Guide:Tabled.

“Hot Topics” for Acton2020: Tabled.

VolunteerJobFair: Fair is beingheldonApril
26

th beginningat 7:30pm.Lisawill
representthe COD.

ProjectUpdates:Seeheadingsabove.

ClosedCaptioningand Cable:Mike contactedOleg, ChairoftheTown CableAdvisory
CommitteeandTownWebsitefor anideafor thecostto film theTown Meeting.This
maybecostly. An estimatehasbeenrequested.Corporatefundingwas suggested.
Dannyspokewith VerizonandComcast.Theyarenotunderacontractoryobligationto
provideclosedcaptioning.Olegis speakingwith the Town’s contactabouttheirposition.

Town Meeting: AnnualTownMeetingwill beheldat7:00pmin theAB High School.
WarrantArticle 33 and34 addressHandicappedparkingspaceviolationfine.

Meetingwasadjournedat 9:25 pm

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary


